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Towers now are part of the police regime. Hera is
the new traffic regulator at Fifth Ava. anal 42d St.

taeswes dragged by volunteer firemen
rattle alón« to their final call.
The erection of the bronxe tower, a n*r-

Ba^ent decorative monument of the city
tad probably the tuterunner of a system
tf *.tensive ¡«ht v.i.chronir.ed control of
trsîlv-, ref(»rg«*s a link with the past which
¦tuld have Urn «.napped when the vet-
«m fire horse galh.ped into Honorable re-

bmarat. I'erhap« the plain policeman
h the far*«, y tower ««»ubi not tell you of
tkat link an«l his blue-coat«-d predt«ce*»fi«*»T*
that forme«! it. But more »han likely n««t

One rau^t have r^tiurse t«» the wont«
a* William H. Rideing, who in October,
WTi, wrote in "Harper's New Monthly
.aagaaine'' .»f the fire towers of New
Tark if »wer, manned by tire watch-
tatñ, who -.wept the city and rit-er* with
their bini>c'jlars. ready to ring an alarm
.f "One or whatever it was) rf by land.

Die *mokr-

eating steeds 01 the
city's one firebont
charging out to it
They -.triod, did

those towers, in the
days "hen
York rang a curfew
at 9 »'«*) nk. Owing
lo lack of facilities.
'.he populace could
not always 80 BO

pended upon in
thane day« to turn
in alarms. Firemen
had to be aggre
going oat to look for
,ire« on patrols that

I from ü a. in.

to I p. m. They
»n duty day and
night, with a holiday
of twenty-four hours
every fortnight, the
only time married
firemen could spend
with their familie«.
Ladies with ideas on

wrdlock like Fannir
Harst's must have
married flremeri in
thaae days.
"Braides the strtet

pat rol t," wrote Mr.
Rideir.r, "«avatobmen

are »tationed in the bell towers «hiring
the day and night, keeping a ciSstant
le-akaut over the roofs for any sign
of fire. It was formerly the custom
t<» rwig the. bells, when a fire was discov¬
ered as a warning to the neighborhood,
bat they are now used only in striking the
curfew at 9 o'clock."

I.et ua viait one of the old fire towers
a» they w«»re in 1X77:

"A few minutes before 9 oVWk on a

sultry evening last May the writer toiled
up the spiral stairway of the tower at th««
corner of Spring and Varick str«eets and
rapped at the trap <loor of a little octag¬
onal house, built at a height of 120 feet
from the grwnd on a aet of iron pillar»
.-a little house 'hat sways and creaks in
the wind ?ike h bullruah. A voice an

swered and tive door was raiaed to aaiatM
me int» on apartment withaut lights and
in««» ta* pre-oen»*» of the watchman, wh»

from his long and
lonely vigils had l«e
come melancholy in

and manner.

A chair, a table and
a sp:" .riaed
the furniture. A cir¬
cular window afford-

ID outlook in
A

somewhat bat h

ra«ped out the
seconds and the
«watchman mau

circuit of the
with a pro-cupiM
air. By and b
tinkle of a sweet-

tied a

telegraph apparatu
put up against the

slight wall. 'Nine
o'clock sent from
headquarters,' the
watchman explained,
and forthwith he
raised and ¿I pressed
a leeer tike bat of a

marine engine, and
in response the great
bell beltw the floor
tolled out nine
strokes with long,
moan rnr intervals.

All the sorrotr«! of the city below

us seemed to take voice in the dying
reverberations of that bell, and when the

last audible hum had expired the watch¬
man seemed relieved and was more dis

posed te talk, though he continued hi.« par«
ambulation of the room, oeeaaionally bend¬

ing forward and staring intently in some

direction wher- a stronger flare than usual
Indicated the possibility of a fire.

"The night was moist and har.y. The

blackness of the overcast »ky was modi¬
fied by the thin gray mist and by the b»og
rows of street lamps in the principal are-

noes, which resembled luminous beads

strung together with scarcely any apace
between. Where the buildings intervened
and hid the ¡amps themitetves the atreet»»
ceuld be traced by £he golden reflections
which bandeti the surrounding gray and

black, and in the same way a broader
.spa<*e r»f yrHloa marked the public sarjares«,

The tower of forty-4ive year, ago, whmn it. kattl and

wawtchmsm were a votai link in Now York's fire system

up here.' (.nosing westward, I < »ulrl dis-

cern a space blacker than tlie rest, which
ehook gently and glinted. This was the

i River, aid the fringe of lamps
outlined the watet front of Jersey City.''
Watchmen trere aided by binocular

glasses, whicn "eluciii.ited" mu.-h that
otherwise would have escaped the naked
eye. Also an electric connection between
towers enabled any watchman who saw a

suspicious light within his radius ta/vi.-ion
|0 aarn th-- M other t"

to be on the alert to spot a fire. It wai

ti.iisid'rrd a feat in fire spotting Vs

watchman locate«! an incipien»
than a mile away from his toteer.

By 1877 it was estimated that the oagk*
fire towers almost had oatlasted f>ie.>-
fulnea-i. And now in IP*! the fire horses
have tr«*tted from th ïr »«.all.« and

their laraeas ta tb»ii last gong, joining
tbe to « in limb«.


